
Symbolism in the Exodus Story 
 
  

Israel was in bondage in Egypt   (Exodus 
1:13-14) 

 
Symbolizes 

→ 

 
All mankind are in bondage to sin   
(D&C 84:49) 

 
God sent Moses to deliver the children of 
Israel   (Exodus 3:10) 

 
Symbolizes 

→ 

 
We can be led to Christ and deliverance 
by following the prophets   (D&C 
21:5-6) 

 
God demonstrated his power over Egypt 
by many miracles    (Exodus 5-10) 

 
Symbolizes 

→ 

 
Christ has power over Satan and the 
world  (1 Nephi 14:14) 

 
The Angel of Death came to slay the 
firstborn   (Exodus 12-13)   

 
Symbolizes 

→ 

 
All men are subject to death   (2 Nephi 
9:6) 

 
Israelites were saved from the Angel of 
Death by the blood of a sacrificial lamb    
(Exodus 12-13)   

 
Symbolizes 

→ 

 
We are saved from death by the blood 
of the Lamb   (2 Nephi 9:12) 

 
The Passover released Israel from 
bondage in Egypt   (Exodus 13:17)   

 
Symbolizes 

→ 

 
The atonement releases us from 
bondage to Satan, death and hell   
(2 Nephi 9:19) 

 
Israel was led by a pillar of fire and cloud  
(Exodus 13:21)  

 
Symbolizes 

→ 

 
Christ will lead us and show us all 
things we should do   (2 Nephi 32:3 ) 

 
Israel was protected from the Egyptians 
by a pillar of fire and cloud  (Exodus 
14:19-20)  

 
Symbolizes 

→ 

 
God will protect his saints, even if he 
must destroy their enemies by fire  
(1 Nephi 22:17) 

 
Jehovah created dry ground in the midst 
of the sea, and Israel is delivered by 
passing through   (Exodus 14:21-22)   

 
Symbolizes 

→ 

 
To be delivered from sin we must all be 
baptized, which creates in us a new 
creature as the dry ground re-enacted 
the creation   (2 Nephi 31:5; Romans 6:4; 1 
Corinthians 10:2; Genesis 1:6) 

 
Israel was fed by Jehovah with quails and 
manna   (Exodus 16:13-15)   

 
Symbolizes 

→ 

 
Christ is the bread of life, and we must live by 
every word that proceeds from the mouth of 
God   (John 6:31-37; Deuteronomy 8:3) 

 
Jehovah brought forth water from a rock 
to save Israel   (Exodus 17:6) 

 
Symbolizes 

→ 

 
Christ, the rock of our salvation, 
provides the water of everlasting life   
(Helaman 5:12; John 4:14) 

 
Jehovah preserves Israel from the children 
of Amalek as long as Aaron and Hur hold 
up Moses= arms   (Exodus 17:12-13)   

 
Symbolizes 

→ 

 
We will prevail against those who 
would destroy us spiritually if we 
sustain the prophet    (D&C 21:4-6; 
107:22) 

 
Jehovah wanted to come down in the sight 
of all Israel   (Exodus 19:11) 

 
Symbolizes 

→ 

 
God wants to reveal himself to his 
people   (D&C 84:23; 93:1; 130:3) 

   



Jehovah gave Israel the 10 
commandments before coming down in 
their sight   (Exodus 20:3-17) 

Symbolizes 
→ 

The commandments prepare us for salvation, or 
coming into God=s presence   (D&C 
82:8-9) 

 
Israel refused to speak longer with God   
(Exodus 20:18-19) 

 
Symbolizes 

→ 

 
We harden our hearts and refuse the 
things of God   (D&C 84:24) 

 
Israel entered into a covenant with God, at Sinai, a 
type of temple   (Exodus 24:1-8) 

 
Symbolizes 

→ 

 
We must enter into covenants with God 
in the temple  (D&C 78:11) 

 
Israel worshiped a golden calf   (Exodus 
32:1-6) 

 
Symbolizes 

→ 

 
We follow the ways of the world and our own 
hearts instead of God   (D&C 1:16) 

 
Moses plead with God to not destroy Israel   
(Exodus 32:10-14) 

 
Symbolizes 

→ 

 
Christ pleads with the Father to spare 
us   (D&C 38:4; 45:3-5) 

 
Israel journeyed in the wilderness   
(Numbers 9) 

 
Symbolizes 

→ 

 
We journey through our mortal probation   
(Alma 17:9; Ether 6:4-7; and 1 Nephi 
8) 

 
Aaron and Miriam desired as much power as 
Moses and are smitten   (Numbers 12:1-14) 

 
Symbolizes 

→ 

 
Putting ourselves above the prophets 
will bring on spiritual plagues   (D&C 
43:3; 52:9) 

 
Israel refused to believe that the Lord could deliver 
the promised land into their hands   (Numbers 
14:11) 

 
Symbolizes 

→ 

 
If we do not believe in the delivering 
power of Christ, we will not come into 
the Celestial Kingdom   (Mosiah 3:9; 
Romans 3:3; Hebrews 3:19) 

 
God swore that none of that unbelieving 
generation would enter into the 
promised land   (Numbers 14:22-23) 

 
Symbolizes 

→ 

 
We must strip ourselves of unbelief to be able 
to enter the Celestial Kingdom   (Hebrews 
3:19) 

 
Korah and others sought to make themselves equal 
with Moses   (Numbers 16) 

 
Symbolizes 

→ 

 
Putting ourselves above the prophets will bring 
on spiritual plagues   (D&C 43:3; 52:9) 

 
Israel is saved from serpents if they look at the 
brass serpent   (Numbers 21:6-9) 

 
Symbolizes 

→ 

 
By looking unto Christ we can be saved 
from Satan   (Alma 37:47; 2 Nephi 
2:28) 

 
Moses renewed Israel=s covenant before they 
enter into the Promised Land   (Deuteronomy) 

 
Symbolizes 

→ 

 
We must remember and renew our covenants 
with God to enter into the Celestial Kingdom   
(Mosiah 4:11-12; D&C 84:48) 

 
By following the Ark of the Covenant 
with its Mercy Seat with faith, Israel 
entered into the Promised land   (Joshua 
3:14-17) 

 
Symbolizes 

→ 

 
By following Christ with faith in his 
atonement, we can enter into the 
Celestial Kingdom   (2 Nephi 31:20) 
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