
Symbolism in the Test of Abraham 
 
  

Isaac’s birth was prophesied of 
(Genesis 17:16) 

 
Symbolizes 

→ 

 
Christ’s birth was prophesied of       
(Isaiah 7:14; Luke 1:31) 

 
Isaac had been born miraculously 
(Genesis 21:1-2) 

 
Symbolizes 

→ 

 
Christ was born miraculously    
(Luke 1:31; 1 Nephi 11:19-20) 

 
Abraham was told to sacrifice one called 
“his only begotten son” 
(Genesis 22:12; Hebrews 11:17)   

 
Symbolizes 

→ 

 
God sacrificed his only begotten son 
(John 3:16) 

 
When Abraham was called by God to 
make the sacrifice, he answered “Here I 
am”   (Genesis 22:1)   

 
Symbolizes 

→ 

 
When Christ was called by God to 
sacrifice himself, he answered “Here 
am I”   (Abraham 3:27) 

 
Isaac carried the wood for the sacrifice on 
his back   (JST Genesis 22:7)   

 
Symbolizes 

→ 

 
Christ carried his cross on his back   
(John 19:17) 

 
Isaac questioned his father, but submitted 
to the sacrifice 
(Genesis 22:6-9 )   

 
Symbolizes 

→ 

 
Christ questioned his father, but 
willingly submitted to his sacrifice     
(Luke 22:42) 

 
God provided a substitute sacrifice for 
Isaac   (Genesis 22:13)  

 
Symbolizes 

→ 

 
Christ is the substitute sacrifice for all 
of us     (D&C 19:16) 

 
Abraham did not withhold his son from 
God   (Genesis 22:12)   

 
Symbolizes 

→ 

 
God did not withhold his son from us   
(D&C 19:18-19) 

 
As a result of his sacrifice, Abraham is 
promised innumerable seed 
(Genesis 22:17)   

 
Symbolizes 

→ 

 
As a result of his sacrifice, Christ will 
have innumerable seed   (Mosiah 
15:10-12) 

 
It was a 3 day journey home from the 
place of sacrifice   (Genesis 22:4)   

 
Symbolizes 

→ 

 
Christ was in the spirit world 3 days 
after his sacrifice   (Mosiah 3:10) 
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