
Symbolic Action as Prophecy 
in Ezekiel 

  
Source 

 
Object or 

Person Used 
as a Symbol 

 
Symbolic Action 

 
Prophecy 

 
Ezek 2:8-3:6 

 
Scroll 

 
Ezekiel eats the scroll. 

 
As the eaten scroll contains 
lamentations, mourning and woe, 
so will Ezekiel’s prophecies. 

 
Ezek 4:1-3 

 
Clay tile 

 
Ezekiel places tile in front 
of him, draws a picture of 
Jerusalem on it, and creates 
details of a siege with 
mounds, a wall, battering 
rams, and camps. 

 
Jerusalem will be besieged by an 
army that will build mounds and 
use battering rams to break 
through the walls and take the 
city captive. 

 
Ezek 4:4-8 

 
Ezekiel 

 
Ezekiel lies on his right and 
on his left side. 

 
Uncertain. 

 
Ezekiel 4:9-17 

 
Bread, water, and 
dung 

 
Ezekiel bakes bread with a 
mixture of dung, eats 
measured portions of it, ad 
drinks measured portions of 
water. 

 
Israel will have to “eat bread by 
weight” and “drink water by 
measure” because God will make 
food and drink scarce.  Also, 
Israel will eat defiled bread 
among the Gentiles. 

 
Ezek 5 

 
Hair 

 
Ezekiel shaves the hair of 
his head and his beard, 
divides it into three parts, 
and then burns 1/3, strikes 
1/3, and scatters 1/3.  

 
1/3 of Jerusalem’s inhabitants 
will be burned with fire and 
destroyed with pestilence, 1/3 
will be smitten with the sword, 
and 1/3 will be scattered to the 
four winds. 

 
Ezek 12:1-16 

 
Ezekiel’s 
belongings 

 
Ezekiel packs his bags and 
goes forth from his home. 

 
Israel will pack their belongings 
and be led away to Babylon. 

   
Ezekiel eats and drinks 

 
Israel will be stripped of its 



Ezek 12:17-20 Food and drink trembling. produce, and the inhabitants will 
eat and drink with trembling 
because of fear. 

 
Ezek 21:6-7 

 
Ezekiel 

 
Ezekiel sighs, groans, and 
beats his breast. 

 
Bad news is coming that will 
cause hearts to melt, hands to be 
weak, and spirits to faint. 

 
Ezek 21:8-17 

 
Sword 

 
Ezekiel makes movements 
with a sword. 

 
In every direction Ezekiel points 
and slashes with the sword, the 
Lord will cause slaughter and 
destruction upon the people. 

 
Ezek 21:18-24 

 
Two roads 

 
Ezekiel marks out 2 roads 
and places a signpost at the 
branch. 

 
The king of Babylon will stand at 
the head of the 2 roads with his 
sword and choose through 
divination one of the 2 roads. 

 
Ezek 24:15-24 

 
Wife of Ezekiel 

 
Ezekiel’s wife dies, and he 
does not mourn. 

 
As Ezekiel does not mourn for 
his wife, Israel will not be able to 
mourn the loss of their spouses 
and children whom they lose 
during wars and tribulations. 

 
Ezek 37:15-28 

 
Two sticks or two 
pieces of wood. 

 
Ezekiel takes 2 sticks, 
writes upon them, and then 
joins them together in one 
hand. 

 
The Bible and the Book of 
Mormon will be joined together, 
causing a union of the 12 tribes 
with Jesus. 
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