
Symbolic Action as Prophecy 
in Jeremiah  

Source 
 

Object or 
person Used as 

Symbol 

 
Symbolic Action 

 
Prophecy 

 
Jer 16:1-12 

 
Jeremiah 

 
Jeremiah was commanded to 
refrain from marrying and having 
children and from feasting in a 
joyous manner. 

 
Israel will be destroyed and not 
enjoy familial relations, and will 
be able to mourn for the loss of 
family life. 

 
Jer 18:1-12 

 
Potter and his clay 

 
A potter creates two vessels, one 
marred and one well done. 

 
God is the potter, and Israel is the 
clay.  If they repent, they will 
become a good vessel, if not, 
they will become a marred 
vessel. 

 
Jer 19 

 
Potter’s vessel 

 
Jeremiah breaks the vessel in the 
presence of men at a gate of 
Jerusalem. 

 
The Lord will break Israel and 
Jerusalem as the vessel was 
broken. 

 
Jer 25:15-29 

 
Cup 

 
God commands Jeremiah to cause 
many nations to drink from the 
wine cup of fury. 

 
Many nations will be destroyed 
by the sword. 

 
Jer 27-28 

 
Yoke 

 
Jeremiah makes yokes and bonds, 
places one around his neck, and 
sends the remaining yokes and 
bonds to neighboring kings. 

 
The kings and kingdoms who do 
not submit to the governance of 
Nebuchadnezzer will be 
destroyed. 

 
Jer 32 

 
A field of Anathoth 
and its 
accompanying deed 

 
Jeremiah buys a field in Anathoth 
and accepts the deed of land. 

 
Although Israel is experiencing 
calamity and destruction, the 
time will come when they will 
once again enjoy prosperity and 
peace, such as buying and selling 
land. 

 
Jer 35 

 
Pots and cups of 
wine 

 
Jeremiah accompanies the 
Rechabites into the temple and 
offers them wine. 

 
The obedient Rechabites will 
remain (symbolically) in the 
temple forever, on the other 
hand, the disobedient men of 
Judah and its inhabitants will be 
cursed. 

 
Jer 43:8-13 

 
Great stones and 
brick kiln 

 
Jeremiah hides stones in a brick 
kiln near the entry to Pharaoh’s 
house. 

 
Nebuchadnezzer’s throne will be 
set upon rocks and will burn the 
houses of the gods of Egypt. 

 
Jer 51:58-64 

 
A book with a stone 
bound to it 

 
Jeremiah writes in a book the evil 
coming upon Babylon, the book is 
tied to a stone and thrown into the 
Euphrates. 

 
Evil and destruction will come 
upon Babylon, and it will sink 
and not rise again. 

 
Jer 13:1-11 

 
A girdle 

 
Jeremiah takes a used girdle and 
leaves it in a hole next to the 
Euphrates, and finds it later as a 
marred girdle. 

 
The Lord has caused Israel to 
cleave unto him, but now that 
they refuse to follow him, they 
are as a marred girdle, which is 
cast away from its owner. 
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